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Stratton Foundation 
Grants Awarded July 1 2015-April 2016 = $150,000 
 
 

Food __________________________________________  
 

Manchester Community Food Cupboard ...............................................  $20,000 
The Manchester CFC distributes 20,000 lbs of food per month to low income families within the 
footprint of the Stratton Foundation.  The MCFC feeds 400 families equaling 11,000 individuals per year.   
In a year with economic downturn for the region, the MCFC is challenged to feed an increasing 
population dependent on the pantry as their primary resource for food.     

 

Children’s Summer Food Program ............................................................ $5,000 
The Summer Food Program, operated through the Interfaith Council of the Northshire, has grown from 
175 in 2012, to 188 children in 2014, to well over 260 children in 2015.   The Food Program fills the gap 
when school lunch assistance closes for the summer, feeding children who would otherwise not have a 
dependable source of food.  The scope includes some of the poorest and most rural communities in 
Southern Vermont.  A typical menu includes a loaf of bread, lunch meat, soup, macaroni and cheese, 
yogurt, cheese sticks, and gift card for a 1/2 gallon of milk, and 5-7 pieces of fresh produce.  Throughout 
the summer, books may be distributed, and during the last week, children receive basic school supplies 
so that they are ready to begin their education, fed, healthy and prepared. 
 

BROC Community Action in Southern Vermont  ....................................... $2,500 
BROC has provided programming to offset the ravages of poverty for southwestern Vermont residents 
for 51 years, as the local community action agency.  In 2015, BROC provided services to 510 individuals, 
including 142 children within the footprint of the Stratton Foundation.  Services include food shelf, fuel 
and utility assistance, housing, tax preparation, health care navigation and transportation.   Funds 
awarded will support the emergency food pantry.   

 
Jamaica Village School Weekend Backpack Program  ................................ $1,000 
The Jamaica Village School, in partnership with the Jamaica-Wardsboro Community Food Pantry, the 
Abbey Group, and funding provided by the Stratton Foundation feeds approximately 10 children living in 
food insecure situations, over the 40 weekends of the school year calendar.  The Stratton Foundation is 
proud to award a $1,000 Party with Purpose Grant to purchase fresh produce and vegetables for the 
2016-2017 school year.   

 

Other  ....................................................................................................... $3,200 
The Stratton Foundation supports many programs and organizations where children are for a majority of 
their day, but cannot afford snacks or lunch, and often times do not have food at home.   
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Education ______________________________________  
 

Student Success  ..................................................................................... $40,000 
Young teens are identified by their sending schools going to Burr & Burton Academy, as living in poverty 
and/or at-risk of not meeting their full potential.  The program is aimed to support first generation 
college bound high school students to develop the skills and habit necessary to achieve success, and 
future financial independence. The program provides goal and mindset training, connections and 
relationship building, a backpack with necessary school supplies, a learning kitchen that provides and 
teaches about nutritious food, and sets a powerful introduction to a positive school experience and 
desire for academic success.  The Success Program continues during the school year providing individual 
tutoring, mentorship, mental health support, access to homework academy, college preparatory courses, 
enrichment opportunities and resources they could not otherwise afford.    
  

Vermont Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired ............................. $1,500 
The Intensive Residential Life Experience Educational Camp provides an opportunity for students to come 
together to learn alongside peers who face similar challenges.  Children learn the skills necessary to 
thrive in a predominantly sighted world in an environment where they can both socialize and receive 
extensive support.   IRLE emphasizes the skills instilled during the school year by TVIs, including using 
adaptive technology, advocating for oneself, orientation and mobility, and creating and maintaining 
friendships. 24 Students within the footprint of the Stratton Foundation take part in the IRLE.   
 
 

Health _________________________________________  
 

Social & Mental Health Services  ............................................................. $17,000 
Continuing the provision of health and mental services at two elementary schools begun in 2015, a 
health clinician remains an urgent component for the 2016-2017 school year.   The services are planned 
to be adopted by the Supervisory Union in 2017-2018.   Services are managed by Neighborhood 
Connections in partnership with Leland & Gray High-School, Wardsboro Elementary School, and Jamaica 
Village School.  
 

Community Health Link  .......................................................................... $15,000 
Led by Neighborhood Connections, a part-time health worker will accept referrals from the schools and 
connect family members with area services to address both health problems and the underlying social 
service needs.  The CHW will make home visits, provide health education, and serve as a direct link back 
to the individual’s primary care physician at Mountain Valley Medical Center and Grace Cottage Hospital, 
filling a critical gap in the community.  The program is set to be self sustaining in 2017-2018.   
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Community Dental Health Action  ............................................. Pending $25,000 
The Stratton Foundation, in partnership with principals, Grace Cottage Hospital, Neighborhood 
Connections, and Springfield Hospital, are working closely with the Vermont State Department of Health 
and other organizations to provide tooth tutor/hygienist into surrounding schools for the 2016-2017 
year.  Plans are in the making to extend to community dental and health, filling a gap in services as 70% 
of families qualify for Medicaid, yet there are no dentists in the area who accept it, leaving children to go 
without care, affecting their future health and readiness to learn.   
 
 

Basic Necessities ________________________________  
 
Moving Mountains .................................................................................... $7,000 
The Stratton Foundation works closely with school principals, school nurses, teachers, social workers, 
and community leaders to provide basic necessities to children on a daily basis.  By Moving Mountains, a 
child in need of warm clothing, shoes, health/dental/medical care, school supplies, food, educational 
opportunities that they could not otherwise afford, and more, a child can be cared for and better 
prepared to learn. 

 
Vermont Challenge  .................................................................................. $6,600 
Thanks to proceeds from the annual Vermont Challenge Bike Tour, the Stratton Foundation distributes 
funds equally to organizations from each of the event host towns that share in the mission of the 
Stratton Foundation to provide critical services to children and families in need.  Organizations include: 
BROC ‘Feed the Freezer’ (Killington), Meals on Wheels (Manchester), Jamaica-Wardsboro Food Pantry 
(Stratton), Black River Good Neighbors (Okemo), Stratton Mountain Urgent Care – Otis Clinic (Stratton), 
and Grace Cottage Hospital (Townshend).   
 
 

Emergency & Crisis _______________________________  
 
 

Emergency Assistance ............................................................................... $6,200 
To date the Stratton Foundation has distributed over $5,000 in Emergency Assistance Grants but remains 
poised daily to provide direct assistance to families in-need as a result of an incidence of crisis, heat 
assistance, house fire, or emergency that risks the safety and security of the children and/or family.   

 


